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MEDIA RELEASE
Tuesday 18 January 2010

Local business identity announces retirement
Founding Chairman of W&D Finance (formerly Dolilta Investments Pty Ltd), and local business identity, Geoff Cunningham has announced his retirement.

Ballarat born and educated, Mr Cunningham joined real estate company Doepel, Lilley and Taylor as an Accountant in 1949 and was admitted to partnership in 1955.  He served as President of the Ballarat branch of the REIV on four occasions – 1963, 1973, 1981 and 1994 - and has been a member of the Ballarat branch executive council since 1957.

Mr Cunningham founded Dolilta Investments Pty Ltd in 1966, with its main activities being accepting deposits from the public and lending on the security of registered mortgages over freehold land.  In 2007, Dolilta Investments Ltd merged with Webster Investments Ltd where Mr Cunningham remained joint Chairman, with Director of Baird & McGregor, Mr Bill McGregor, OAM.  

Mr Cunningham was also Secretary and Director of the Wendouree Permanent Building Society from its formation in 1969 until the Bendigo Building Society (Bendigo Bank) take over in 1994.  Until his retirement on 31 December 2010, Mr Cunningham remained an active Chairman of W&D Finance. 

Mr Cunningham said that the most satisfying time of his working life was providing finance during the 50’s 60’s & 70’s to young couples who otherwise could not obtain finance from the banks.

“It is with pride I regularly see the children of these people being supported by W& D Finance”, he said.

Joint Chairman of W&D Finance and Director of Baird & McGregor Solicitors, Bill McGregor, reflected on his long- time friendship and professional relationship with Mr Cunningham.

“Geoff has stepped down as Chairman of the company, a role which he has held with distinction for in excess of 40 years. Its present healthy state is largely due to his guiding hand”, Mr McGregor said.

“There would be few people in this region who have done more than him to help young people realise ‘the Australian Dream’ in acquiring their own homes.  He has helped countless people and has done this through his active participation in Co-operative Housing Societies, a Building Society and most recently W & D Finance”, he said.

Mr Cunningham’s involvement in the Ballarat community extends well beyond his business achievements.  He represented Ballarat at Cricket and Baseball, and is patron, past president and life member of the Wendouree Cricket Club.  He has been a member of the Melbourne Cricket Club for more than 50 years.

He also served the community as Justice of the Peace and was awarded Life Governorship of the Queen Elizabeth Centre in 1995.

Mr Cunningham’s other achievements include:
· Fellow of the Society of Certified Practicing Accountants

· Fellow of the Institute of Financial Services

· Charter Member and Past President of the Rotary Club of Ballarat East

· Awarded the Paul Harris Fellowship in 1991

· Past President of the Ballarat Branch of the Sportsman’s Association of Australia

· Past Secretary of the Ballarat Branch of the Hon. Justices Association of Victoria

· Past Chairman of State Government Co-operative Housing Council
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